Transplantation of autologous sympathetic ganglion into the brain with Parkinson's disease. Long-term follow-up of 35 cases.
Transplantation of autologous sympathetic ganglion was performed in 35 patients with Parkinson's disease. Approximately half the patients showed improvement of parkinsonian symptoms over the 3 years following transplantation. The patients showed amelioration of bradykinesia and gait disturbance, but tremor and muscle rigidity were not improved by transplantation. The other half of the patients did not show amelioration after transplantation. No serious complications were encountered, though mild ptosis was observed in all patients. The mechanism of improvement of symptoms might be the release of dopamine from the grafted sympathetic ganglion. Transplantation of autologous sympathetic ganglion can be a therapeutic modality for Parkinson's disease.